MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MCKINLEYVILLE COMMUNITY
FOREST COMMITTEE (MCFC) HELD ON TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2025 at 5:30 P.M.
IN PERSON AT AZALEA HALL - 1620 PICKETT ROAD, MCKINLEYVILLE, CALIFORNIA
and
TELECONFERENCE Via ZOOM & TELEPHONE:
ZOOM MEETING ID: 848 9634 6527 (https://us02web.zoom.us/i/84896346527) or DIAL IN TOLL FREE:
1-888-788-0099

NOTE: Items are listed in the chronological order in which they were considered.
1 Call To Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Patrick Kaspari.

Roll Call
The following Committee Members were in attendance in person at Azalea Hall.

Patrick Kaspari, MCSD General Manager

James Henry, MCSD Operations Director

Kirsten Messmer, MCSD Parks and Recreation Director
Jens Andersen, MCSD Recreation Coordinator

Maya Conrad, MMAC Appointee Member

Joel Rink, Forester/RPF Member

Tyler Brown, Natural Resources Services Agency Member
Desiree Early Dorvall, Natural Resources/Biologist Member
Michele Stephens, McKinleyville Resident Member

Todd Truesdell, At-Large Member

Christopher Collier, Alternate Natural Resources Agency Member
Nicole West, Alternate Natural Resources/Biologist Member

The following Committee Members were Absent.
Gregory Orsini, Chair, MCSD Board Director (Non-Voting Member)
James Biteman, MCSD Board Director (Non-Voting Member)
Jennifer Ortega, PARC Appointee Member
Mersadies Campbell, Alternate Forester Member

The following Committee Members were Present via Zoom with just cause under AB 2449.
Kevin Creed, At-Large Member

The following Staff Members were in attendance in person at Azalea Hall.
Jess Elm, MCSD Environmental Programs Coordinator

The following Staff Members were Present via Zoom.
Joey Blaine, MCSD Board Secretary

2 Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by James Henry.
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3 Additions or Changes to the Agenda
There were no additions or changes to the agenda.

4 Seating of Alternates

Nicole West was seated as a voting member in the absence of Jennifer Ortega.
5 Approval of Agenda

Motion: It was moved to approve the agenda.

Motion by: Desiree Early Dorvall Second: Tyler Brown

Roll Call: Ayes: Patrick Kaspari, James Henry, Kirsten Messmer, Jens Andersen, Maya Conrad, Joel
Rink, Tyler Brown, Desiree Early Dorvall, Michele Stephens, Todd Truesdell, Nicole West, Kevin Creed

Nays: None
Absent: Jennifer Ortega
Motion Summary: Motion passed.

6 Public Comment and Written Communications

Public comment was made by William Grover, a McKinleyville resident who lives on First Road, who is
concerned about a parking lot potentially being constructed at the end of First Road for the
McKinleyville Community Forest.

7 Consider Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the McKinleyville Community
Forest Committee on June 17, 2025

Maya Conrad noted that she was present via Zoom at the June 17, 2025 meeting and her name should
be included to the roll call on action items.

Motion: It was moved to approve the June 17, 2025 meeting minutes with the addition of Maya
Conrad’'s name to the roll call on action items.

Motion by: Michele Stephens Second: Maya Conrad

Roll Call: Ayes: Patrick Kaspari, James Henry, Kirsten Messmer, Jens Andersen, Maya Conrad, Joel
Rink, Tyler Brown, Desiree Early Dorvall, Michele Stephens, Todd Truesdell, Nicole West, Kevin Creed

Nays: None
Absent: Jennifer Ortega
Motion Summary: Motion passed.

8 Trails, Infrastructure, Clean-Ups & Security (TICS) Subcommittee Report

Jens Andersen, MCSD Recreation Coordinator, presented the item. He explained that Subcommittee
members volunteered to begin working on assigned sections of the Draft McKinleyville Community
Forest Trail Plan. These sections will be compiled then edited on as a group.

There were no comments or questions from the Committee.

There was no public comment.

This was an information only item. No action was taken.
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9 Forest Management Plan and Funding/Budget Subcommittee Report

Maya Conrad, Vice Chair of the Forest Management Plan and Funding/Budget Subcommittee,
presented the item. She explained how the Subcommittee discussed the California Forest Improvement
Projects Forest Management Plan and grant. The Subcommittee also continued revising the Draft MCF
Forest Management Plan.

The Committee commented, discussed and asked clarifying questions.
There was no public comment.
This was an information only item. No action was taken.

10 Consider Recommendation to the MCSD Board of Directors for Approval of the
Memorandum of Agreement between MCSD and Wright Tree Service

Kirsten Messmer, MCSD Parks and Recreation Director, presented the item. She described how Wright
Tree Service will hold periodic exercises in the McKinleyville Community Forest to train their employees
in tree trimming and hazard reduction. This will benefit MCSD by removing deadwood during these
trainings, thereby enhancing visitor safety.

Committee members discussed and asked clarifying questions.
There was no public comment.

Motion: It was moved to approve the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between MCSD and Wright
Tree Service.

Motion by: James Henry Second: Michele Stephens

Roll Call: Ayes: Patrick Kaspari, James Henry, Kirsten Messmer, Jens Andersen, Maya Conrad, Joel
Rink, Tyler Brown, Desiree Early Dorvall, Michele Stephens, Todd Truesdell, Nicole West, Kevin Creed
Nays: None

Absent: Jennifer Ortega

Motion Summary: Motion passed.

11 Presentation from Owner Regarding Development of First Road Property Adjacent to
Community Forest

Kirsten Messmer, MCSD Parks and Recreation Director, presented the item. She explained how the
new property owner on First Road, Paul Chamberlain, would give a presentation about the potential
development to take place on his property. Paul Chamberlain gave his speech, noting that he will make
efforts to collaborate with neighboring residents as his development plans progress, within reason.

Committee members discussed and asked clarifying questions.
There were comments from neighbors of the newly acquired property. These comments focused on
concerns they have regarding Paul Chamberlains plans for his land and how it may affect the

neighborhood.

This was an information only item. No action was taken.
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12 Discussion of MCSD Public Easement Through First Road Property Adjacent to
Community Forest

Patrick Kaspari, MCSD General Manager, presented the item. He explained that Paul Chamberlain has
reached out to the District about his interest in MCSD potentially relocating their easement, which was
already established by the property's previous owner, Green Diamond. Patrick Kaspari noted that any
changes would require approval from the MCSD Board and must meet specific criteria. Tim Woodward,
one of the neighbors to the First Road property, was given an opportunity to express concerns about
the easement possibly moving to the Southern part of the property.

Committee members discussed and asked clarifying questions.
There was no public comment.
This was an information only item. No action was taken.

13 Committee Chair Report

Patrick Kaspari gave some information regarding the over 4-acre fire that took place on July 10, 2023,
on Green Diamonds forest lands, adjacent to the McKinleyville Community Forest (MCF). He
recognized the hard work and dedication demonstrated by the local firefighters who responded to the
call. He also announced to the Committee that MCSD is currently trying to get the Wildfire Prevention
grant, that has its application due by August 6, 2025. Patrick Kaspari asked Christopher Collier if he
was willing to give a presentation on iNaturalist information that was gathered from the MCF.

14 Committee Member Announcements and Future Agenda Items

Christopher Collier notified the Committee that he knows a qualified individual who could conduct
controlled burns within the MCF, should the Committee or Board express interest in pursuing this

option.

Joey Blaine informed the Committee that, as members of a legislative body, they are required to
complete two hours of ethics training, preferably by the end of August.

15 Adjournment
Meeting Adjourned at 7:00 p.m. ~
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Jess Elm, Envifonmental Programs Coordinator
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