MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MCKINLEYVILLE COMMUNITY
FOREST COMMITTEE (MCFC) HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 17, 2025 at 5:30 P.M.
IN PERSON AT AZALEA HALL —1620 PICKETT ROAD, MCKINLEYVILLE, CALIFORNIA
and
TELECONFERENCE Via ZOOM & TELEPHONE:
ZOOM MEETING ID: 848 9634 6527 (https://us02web.zoom.us/i/84896346527) or DIAL IN TOLL FREE:
1-888-788-0099

NOTE: Items are listed in the chronological order in which they were considered.

1 Call To Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.

Roll Cali
The following Committee Members were in attendance in person at Azalea Hall.

Gregory Orsini, Chair, MCSD Board Director (Non-Voting Member)
James Biteman, MCSD Board Director (Non-Voting Member)
Patrick Kaspari, MCSD General Manager

James Henry, MCSD Operations Director

Kirsten Messmer, MCSD Parks and Recreation Director

Jens Andersen, MCSD Recreation Coordinator

Jennifer Ortega, PARC Appointee Member

Joel Rink, Forester/RPF Member

Desiree Early Dorvall, Natural Resources/Biologist Member
Michele Stephens, McKinleyville Resident Member

Todd Truesdeli, At-Large Member

Christopher Collier, Alternate Natural Resources Agency Member
Nicole West, Alternate Natural Resources/Biologist Member

The following Committee members were Absent
Tyler Brown, Natural Resources Services Agency Member

Kevin Creed, At-Large Member
Mersadies Campbell, Alternate Forester Member

The following Committee Members were Present via Zoom with just cause under AB 2449:
Maya Conrad, MMAC Appointee Member

The following Staff Members were in attendance in person at Azalea Hall.
Jess Elm, MCSD Environmental Programs Coordinator

2 Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Gregory Orsini.
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3 Additions or Changes to the Agenda
There were no additions or changes to the agenda.
4 Seating of Alternates (as needed)

Christopher Collier was seated as a voting member in the absence of Kevin Creed.
Nicole West was seated as a voting member in the absence of Tyler Brown.

5 Approval of Agenda

Motion: It was moved to approve the agenda.

Motion by: Kirsten Messmer Second: Todd Truesdell

Roll Call: Ayes: Patrick Kaspari, James Henry, Kirsten Messmer, Jens Andersen, Jennifer Ortega, Joel
Rink, Desiree Early Dorvall, Michele Stephens, Todd Truesdell, Christopher Collier, Nicole West, Maya
Conrad

Nays: None

Absent: Tyler Brown, Kevin Creed

Motion Summary: Motion passed.

6 Public Comment and Written Communications
There was no public comment.

7 Consider Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the McKinleyville Community
Forest Committee on May 20, 2025

Motion: It was moved to approve the May 20, 2025 meeting minutes.

Motion by: Desiree Early Dorvall Second: Michele Stephens

Roll Call: Ayes: Patrick Kaspari, James Henry, Kirsten Messmer, Jens Andersen, Jennifer Ortega, Joel
Rink, Desiree Early Dorvall, Michele Stephens, Todd Truesdell, Christopher Collier, Nicole West, Maya
Conrad

Nays: None

Absent: Tyler Brown, Kevin Creed

Motion Summary: Motion passed.

8 Trails, Infrastructure, Clean-Ups & Security (TICS) Subcommittee Report

Charlie Caldwell, TICS Subcommittee Chair, reviewed the item. He explained that the Subcommittee
discussed how new return trails were requested for the Jump Line trail, the meeting length was voted to
be extended from 1 hour to 2 hours, and how the Subcommittee then commented on the Trail Plan.
There were no comments or questions from the Committee.

There was no public comment.

This was an information only item. No action was taken.

9 Forest Management Plan and Funding/Budget Subcommittee Report

Kirsten Messmer, MCSD Parks and Recreation Director, reviewed the item. She let the Committee
know that the FMPF/B Subcommittee examined potential projects for the CFIP grant, including parts of
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the Shaded Fuel Break, since the CalVTP grant was not awarded. The Subcommittee also continued
revising the Draft MCF Forest Management Plan.

There were no comments or questions from the Committee.
There was no public comment.

This was an information only item. No action was taken.

10 Grant and Funding Update

Patrick Kaspari, MCSD General Manager, presented the item. He let the Committee know that both the
Callifornia Vegetation Treatment Program (CalVTP) grant and the Wildlife Conservation Board grant
were not funded. However, the $1M Huffman appropriation for the MCF has made it out of Committee
along with Senator Schiff earmarking our request for funding for the MCF, and although this doesn’t
mean it is a guarantee either will get funded, it is a step in the right direction.

Committee members discussed and asked clarifying questions.
There was no public comment.
This was an information only item. No action was taken.

11 Consider Recommendation to the MCSD Board of Directors for Approval of the California
Forest Improvement Program (CFIP) Grant Projects

Kirsten Messmer, MCSD Parks and Recreation Director, presented the item. She explained how the
CFIP project plan was adjusted to include work on the Shaded Fuel Break, given that we did not
receive the CalVTP grant. This is to make sure these essential treatments proceed as necessary.

The Committee discussed the projects and the CFIP Projects Maps.

The Committee also requested that Staff develop a Communications Plan prior to the implementation of
the work, to notify the neighbors of the proposed work.

There was no public comment.

Motion: [t was moved to recommend the following amendments to the CFIP grant project map:
changing the RX2 that is in the Gwin Addition to an East-West orientation, removing or correcting the
location of the First Street Access point, and making a more detailed Legend that explains the colored
areas of the map.

Motion by: Patrick Kaspari Second: Christopher Collier

Roll Call: Ayes: Patrick Kaspari, James Henry, Kirsten Messmer, Jens Andersen, Jennifer Ortega, Joel

Rink, Desiree Early Dorvall, Michele Stephens, Todd Truesdell, Christopher Collier, Nicole West, Maya
Conrad

Nays: None
Absent: Tyler Brown, Kevin Creed
Motion Summary: Motion passed.

12 Committee Chair Report

Gregory Orsini, Chair, MCSD Board Director, reviewed the item. He announced that the Board of
Directors approved Ordinance 2025-03, allowing Class 1 and 2 e-bikes in the MCF.
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There were no comments or questions from the Committee.

There was no public comment.

This was an information only item. No action was taken.

13 Committee Member Announcements and Future Agenda Iltems
Christopher Collier announced how he made an iNaturalist page for the MCF.
14 Adjournment

Meeting Adjourned at 6:11 p.m. 4 /
P )

Jess E4f, Environmental Programs Coordinator
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